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fourteen months, from fear of privateers along that coast;
one bound to Nombre de Dios, the other to Villa Rica, a
port in "NTew Spain, wherefore the Spaniards were afraid lest
the Indians should revolt, for already they had heard through
some Moors (negroes) that the French were at war with
the Spaniards, and that they had done much damage in those
countries. I myself being one day at that epoch in a place
called al Molonga, only a little lower down than where old
Guattirnala1 formerly stood, talking with some Indians, one
of them asked me whether the French had horses, and some
of those things that make tan ! tan! Meaning, although
they knew not how to express themselves, to ask whether the
French had any artillery; and when I answered in the
affirmative, he drew a sigh from his heart, and God only
knows what he wished. The monks warned them not to
attempt any change, for the emperor would send a great
many Christians from Castile, who would treat them much
worse than they had been treated before. But not with*
standing this, if they saw an opportunity, they would not
fail to try to extirpate the invaders from their country.
Respecting everything else that I have endeavoured to
learn about those Indian nations, we must consider what
they hear of our faith. I therefore wish to give information
as much relative to what I have heard publicly asserted by
some priests and monks, as to what I have seen, and what
I have heard from those same Indians; so that the readers
may perceive how scandalized they must be at our bad
actions. m I, moreover, entreat my discreet and prudent
readers to be attentive, for they will learn sayings and
sentences deserving of very great admiration.
There are, then, many Indians, especially the sons of some
1 By old Guatemala, Benzoni must allude to an ancient native city ;
for that founded by Alvarado in 1527, and destroyed about 1542 (see p.
157), could hardly have had that epithet when rebuilt, so soon afterwards
as 1553. (Trans.)
31